
THIS EXPERIMENT IS DIFFICULT, IS BEST DONE WITH 
ADULT SUPERVISION, YOU SHOULD WEAR SAFETY GEAR,
A SHOPPING TRIP MAY BE REQUIRED, IS MESSY, AND
SPECIAL DISPOSAL INSTRUCTIONS SHOULD BE FOLLOWED.

PROCEDURE
1. PUT ON GLOVES! IRON FILINGS ARE VERY MESSY AND HARD TO CLEAN OFF OF SKIN.

2. MEASURE 10 GRAMS OF OIL AND POUR IT INTO A DISH. A GLASS OR CLEAR CONTAINER 

  WORKS BEST SO YOU CAN WATCH THE EXPERIMENT CLOSER.

3. MEASURE10 GRAMS OF IRON FILINGS AND POUR IT ON TOP OF THE OIL. 

  USE A TOOTHPICK, STICK, OR SOMETHING DISPOSABLE TO MIX IT TOGETHER.

4. USE A NAPKIN TO ABSORB ANY EXCESS OIL AND ALLOW THE FERROFLUID TO BECOME THICKER. 

5. CAREFUL5. CAREFULLY BRING A MAGNET NEAR THE CONTAINER TO SEE THE 

  FERROFLUID REACT TO THE MAGNETIC FIELD!

6. DO NOT DISPOSE OF YOUR FERROFLUID DOWN THE DRAIN, 

  THIS CAN CLOG AND BADLY DAMAGE YOUR PIPES AS WELL AS THE ENVIRONMENT

• IRON FILINGS - 10 GRAMS
• MOTOR OIL - 10 GRAMS
• RARE EARTH OR NEODYMIUM MAGNET
• LATEX GLOVES
• DISH OR JAR
• STIR STICK
• • LYSOL WIPES FOR CLEANUP

MATERIALS

This alien looking goop is a suspension 
of iron filings in oil and in this experiment 
we make our own Ferrofluid! Messy, fun, 
and amazing once you put a rare Earth 
magnet next to it.

PRO TIP: 
LYSOL WIPES WORK REALLY 
WELL FOR CLEANUP.

HOW TO MAKE
FERROFLUID!


